Time Out: Op-shop fashion by Perry, Cait
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these qualities fall well behind 
p erfo rm ance  and  reliability in the 
hierarchy of  desirable characteristics.
M oreover,  Ian Harriss  has  argued 
th a t  the dem ise of  leg spin and  the 
v irtual d isappearance  o f  ba tsm en  with 
the ability and tem peram en t  o f  players 
like V ictor T ru m p e r  has  m ir ro red  a 
b ro ad e r  change tak ing  place within 
society. He argues th a t  efficiency and  
risk m in im isa tion  in bowling and 
b a t t i n g  p a r a l l e l s  th e  t e c h n ic o -  
bureaucra tic  concerns o f  m odern -day  
capitalists, ra the r  th a n  the aristocratic ,  
'gentlemanly ' p reoccupa t ions  found  
am o n g  the eighteenth  cen tu ry  agra rian  
bourgeoisie.
A final ou tcom e o f  the growing 
com m ercia lis ta t ion  of  cricket is the 
increased incidence o f  p layer and 
spec ta to r  violence. Colin T atz ,  writing 
in  Power Play  a r g u e s  t h a t  
com m erc ia l isa t ion  and  co rru p t io n  
have gone h an d  in hand  as tw o  o f  the 
m ain  features o f  professionalised 
s p o r t .  In  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r i c k e t ,  
'sledging' and  in tim ida tion  have 
becom e no rm al features o f  the  gam e. 
C ro w d  d iso rder  has been o f  grow ing  
concern  to  the  au thori ties .  In J a n u a ry  
1986 beer cans, concrete and metal 
strips were a m o n g  objects hurled  by 
rival A us tra l ian  a n d  N ew  Z ea land  fans 
at a one-day  in ternational  at  the SCG. 
Eighty eight people were subsequently  
arrested. In J a n u a ry  1985 ex t ra  police 
were mobilised to  cu rb  violence du r ing  
an  A ustra l ia  vs West Indies f ixture. In 
February  1984 fifty-three people  were 
arrested  af te r  brawls b roke ou t on  the 
Hill a t  the SCG . A m on th  before 
eighty people had been arrested  for 
brawling. The su m m er  before sixty 
were arrested  in a  single day  af te r  a 
po licew om an was a t tacked  while 
patro lling  the  g round .  In J a n u a r y  1982 
seventy-nine fans were arrested  
following a  beer can fight.  A nd these 
incidents relate only to  the  SCG !
W h a t  spor ts  psychologists and  
sociologists have com e to recognise is 
t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  v i o l e n c e  a n d  
in tim ida tion  on the field of  play, as 
well as the social construction of 
violence via m edia com m en tary ,  
actually  increases the  likelihood of 
imitative violence am o n g  specta tors.  
A nd, o f  course, tha t violence is m ore 
th a n  likely to  occur w hen  crow ds are 
dom in a te d  by young  males with access
to a lcoho l —  the very sam e alcohol 
p rom oted  by the  sponsors. As cricket 
becomes, o r  is cons trued  to  have 
becom e, m o re  'com batat ive ' ,  so we are 
likely to  witness the grow th  of  violence 
in  t h e  g r a n d s t a n d s .  A N S W  
G overnm en t  re p o r t  released in m id-  
1985 conf irm ed  th a t  lim ited-over night 
m atches were the gam es likely to  
p ro m o te  the  m ost  violence and  
disorder.
We should  no t be con ten t  to  criticise 
the  m an ipu la ted  ac tion  and 'language 
o f  w arfa re '  on  the  TV  screens w ithou t 
m ention ing  s im ilar deve lopm ents  in 
the  p o p u la r  press. And we need not 
look  fa r  fo r  examples. In an  
in troduc tion  to  this season's England 
to u r  the Daily Mirror b ro u g h t  Je ff  
T h o m so n  back  f ro m  obscurity  to 
preview the  series. In T h o m m o 's  
words:
1 could never cop the Poms...As soon as they 
lobbed in here in '74 1 couldn't wait to have a 
crack at 'em. I thought 'stuff that stiff upper lip. 
Let's see how stiff it is when it's split'.
He readily acknow ledged  tha t  he 
had  a 'taste for P om 's  b lood '.  
T h o m so n  is trad ing  u p o n  our  
na t ional ism , o u r  dislike of  English 
pretensions, o u r  su p p o r t  fo r  the  cocky 
b u t  co m p e te n t  w ork ing  class boy 
m a d e  good. But he is also t rad in g  uf  on
M ost people like to dress nicely (leaving aside for a moment the definition of nice) but it’s 
pretty expensive trying to do it on the 
dole, or even on the average wage, so 
how do you do it? Quite simply, with 
second-hand clothes.
S eco n d -h a n d  clo thes a re  han d -  
m e-dow ns, o th e r  people’s th row -ou ts  
or,  m ost  often , goods purchased  from  
an  o p p o r tu n i ty  shop  or  fete. F o r  a  lot 
o f  us, before we can even th ink  of  
dressing fash ionab ly  in second-hand  
clothes, we have to  get over  the 
f e a r / s h a m e /b a d  m em ories  th ro w n  up 
by w earing som eone  else’s clothes. I, 
for one. spent many an  adolescen t
violence. A m o re  're s tra ined ' Dennis  
Lillee is on  the record  fo r  sim ilar  
remarks:
When you're out in the middle you have to 
hate the opposition player...1 didn't mind hitting 
a batsman. If ! could hit a batsman in the chest 
or the arm  or the thigh pad, or the inner thigh or 
something like that, (I'd) maybe make him 
worry a little...1 think it's all part of the game.
T h i s  n e w  b r e e d  o f  c r i c k e t  
professionals,  the en trep reneu rs  o f  the  
oval, expouse the code o f  behav iou r  
and  provide the role m odels  fo r  the 
new breed o f  cricket spec ta to r .  As 
s p o r t  h a s  b e c o m e  in c r e a s i n g ly  
com m ercia lised  there  is only  one 
principle which is conf irm ed  —  by the 
media, by  the  sports  s ta rs ,  by  Kim 
H ughes an d  his team  in S o u th  Africa
— n o th in g  is sacred excep t  the  
a lm ighty  do lla r .  Its pu rsu i t  is viewed 
no t  on ly  as  legitimate but as lau d a to ry  
i n  a  w o r l d  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  
com peti tiveness a n d  rew ard-for-r isk  
ethics. I 'm  not at all sure I 'm  look ing  
forw ard  to  this  season 's  spectacle.
Geoff Lawrence
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hour  closeted in my room  to o  asham ed  
to  go to  the  school dance  dressed in m y 
St. Vincent de P au l specials. S o m eh o w  
they seemed even w orse th a n  my 
s is te r’s (o r  b ro th e r ’s) hand -m e-dow ns ,  
especially w hen  a tell-tale fifty cents 
price tag would  seem to  a p p e a r  
suddenly  on  the cuff  o f  m y shirt ju s t  as 
m y newest h ea r t- th ro b  ap p ro a ch ed .  
A nd certain ly  I felt a lot worse o ff  than 
those  who had new ly-purchased 
clothes, no  m a tte r  how daggy  I 
th o u g h t  they were in o th e r  ways. It was 
bad  enough  th a t  m y jeans  cam e from  
the Best & Less boys’ d ep a r tm en t ,  
w ithou t the ob liga to ry  (or  so  I though t 
at age fifteen) l.cvi’s tag, but to  th ink 
tha t my “best d ress”, m ost o f  my
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underw ear,  and  al! my ju m p e rs  cam e 
from  one o f  the  th ree  op-shops  in 
H ornsby . S h am e  ...
S o  how d o  you  go from  sham e to 
pride still w earing  basically the same 
clo thes?  F o r  m e it was a m a t te r  o f  
necessity: e i the r  1 had to  give up any 
p re tensions o f  being a well-dressed 
w o m an ,  o r  start  o p -shopp ing  to  fill the 
gaps in m y w ard ro b e ,  I chose the fatter 
cou rse  m a n y  years ago  now, and  I 
haven 't  looked back since.
O f  course ,  with o p -shop  clothes, 
it is well-nigh impossible to  dress to 
look tike everyone else but then 
tha t 's  a lso  one of  the nicer aspects o f  
o p -sh o p  dressing. It gives you the 
c h ance  to  exp lo re  y o u r  ow n creativity, 
to  find new ways o f  dressing 
appeal ing ly ,  to  m a k e a  n e w ' ’fa sh io n ’'. 
It gives you m u c h  m ore  scope.
Since it’s a very cheap  way o f  
d ress ing  you can affo rd  to  have m uch  
m ore  in y o u r  w ard ro b e  than  it you 
d e p e n d e d  e n t i r e ly  u p o n  n e w ly -  
p u rchased  goods  (especially if you go 
for w h a t 's  cu rren tly  “in ’* the prices 
can  be phenom ena l) .  M an y  people, of 
course ,  a re  satisfied with just enough  
c lo th ing  to  keep them  w arm  and  
respectable a basic need we all have, 
and  one which is ad m irab ly  fulfilled by 
second-hand  clothes. But. then again, 
you  can  iash out an d  buy a coup le  of 
g a rm e n ts  in one day  if  you 've  got the 
c a s h ;  y o u  c a n  h a v e  l o t s  o f  
d r e s s e s  s h i r t s  t r o u s e r s  s k i r t s  to  
ch oose  f rom , and  so increase y o u r  
fash ion  potentia l at an  exponen tia l  
rate.
P ractically  every su b u rb  or  tow n 
has  a t  least one op -shop .  O p-shop  
cto thcs are  very accessible. It m ay take 
longer to  find som eth ing  tha t  fits than  
in. say. G race Bros, but eventually  you 
will find th a t  half  the pleasure is in the 
search. W hat you tu rn  up  is invariably 
a gem. O p -sh o p  clo thes a re  often 
better  m ade than  p resen t-dayclo th ing ,  
and  generally of s tu rd ie r  fabrics too ,  
not to  m en tion  the wider variety fo 
styles to  choose from.
F or  exam ple ,  I could never afford  
a cashm ere  sw eater  if I d id n ’t kn o w  
ab o u t  op-shops ,  but n o w  I can  boast 
the  luxury  an d  w arm th  o f  three o r f o u r  
cashm ere  g arm en ts  in m y cu p b o a rd .  
T he  sam e goes for  w arm  w in ter  coa ts  - 
co m p a re  my $6.00 recently pu rchased  
woollen  coat com plete  with silk lining, 
with the  $ [00 w ool-m ix  coat o f  similar 
style w orn  by a well-paid friend of 
mine. ! find. too .  tha t  o ld-fashioned 
w o o l l e n  s p e n c e r s  s i n g l e t s / l o n g  
u n d e rp a n ts  and  so on are  far  superio r  
to  m o d e rn  ones, an d  though  they may 
have kept som eone  else w arm  for 
m any  a w inter 's  day. they still do  a 
m arve llous  jo b  of  w arm ing  me and  
for a fraction  o f  the price.
Regardless o f  the style o f  clo th ing 
you  like, you will soon  find m ore  than  
en o u g h  th a t  is to  you r  liking. Being 
prac tica l,  op -shopp ing  m ay also  tu rn  
up som e garm en ts  tha t  are no  less than  
objets d 'a r t .  ! have in m y  w ard robe  
qu ite  a  few dresses, a lm ost  unw earab le  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
ou tland ish  style, which were bought 
for 20c each a t  a  school fete som e time 
ago. I know  tha t before they leave my 
possession I will m anage  to  wear each 
of  them  at least once. And you can 
have S o m eth ing  for Every Occasion. 
E v e r y d a y  w e a r ,  p a r t y  c l o th e s ,  
ga rden ing  outfits ,  no t  to  m en tion  the 
necessary' social security j o b  interview 
outfit for those  special days: for the 
price o f  a new pa ir  o f  je an s ,  you can 
have all o f  these. And. with cheap  
clo thes, you can  be t te r  a f fo rd  to 
m ix ‘n 'm atch ,  as  well as d ispose of  
those th ings y o u 're  sick o f  to  m ake 
room  for  new purchases. Once you 
have an  idea o f  what you feel both 
co m fo r ta b le  and  a ttrac t ive  in. you  can 
have endless fun track ing  dow n  and 
wearing you r  new-old clothes.
The first s tep  is to  find your local 
op-shop . L ook  up the phone book 
(U n d e r  O rganisa tions — Benevolent) 
o r  ask a  local shopkeeper.  Once you 
have m ade  sure o f  its opening hours 
(op-shops  being largely staffed by 
volunteers ,  tend to  have erratic 
business hours)  y o u ’re all set to get 
dressed,
O p-shops  are usually  run by 
church  or  welfare organisations, 
inc luding an im al welfare organisat­
ions —  for  instance, the Cat 
P ro te c t io n  Society Ladies Auxiliary 
o p p o r tu n i ty  sh o p  in the  Sydney 
subu rb  o f  E n m o re  — bu t not,  alas, at 
this stage by organ isa tions  on the left. 
You m ight w orry  a b o u t  the politics of 
su p p o r t in g  a par t icu larly  conservative 
welfare o r  religious society (as, indeed, 
I d o )  but I f igure tha t  if they’re 
p repa red  to  sell very cheap  clothcs, 
kitchenware , fu rn itu re  and so on, it 
can 't  hu r t  to  f requent their  shops. 
T here  are  exceptions —  I have to 
confess to  having shopped  m ore than 
once a t  the  Loyal O range Society's op- 
sh o p  — som eth ing  1 once promised 
myself 1 would never do.  School fetes, 
ju m b le  sales and  Tribune fairs are. of 
course ,  a must for every shopper. 
Details  o f  these can  usually be found in 
you r  local newspaper.
S o  now  you know  how  lo find 
these new-old clo thcs go to  it, and 
wear them. You m ay have to  suffer 
som e co m m en ts  from  friends or 
w o rk m ate s  ab o u t  how terribly old- 
fashioned you look (but remember 
tha t w hatever  you 've  got will be back 
in  m a i n s t r e a m  f a s h i o n  aga in  
eventually  —  tell them  y o u ’re ahead of 
the  times, not behind), but you  will get 
ad m ir ing  glances, too. A nd  think of 
the  savings you  will m ake  —  paying 
the  rent will never be so difficult again 
(only m arginally , o f  course ,  w hat with 
the price of  housing  rising every day). 
F o r  the  price o f  one  vo lum e of  Das 
/Capital, you  can  look like a  million
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